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	LESSON TITLE:
How a bill becomes law

LENGTH OF LESSON:
 1 hour


 
CONTENT STANDARDS AND CONTENT OBJECTIVES
	Grade Level State Content Standard:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.3
Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
 
Instructional Strategies: 
(List a minimum of 4)

· Using an agenda
· Being prepared with visuals
· CFU 
· Positive Reinforcement

	IEP Goal:

Instructional Objective:
SWBAT construct a digital poster which demonstrates the steps required for a bill to become law with 85% accuracy and share to the class.

Pre-Requisite skills: Ability to assemble resources from various sources (i.e., online); basic knowledge of the 3 branches of U.S. government.
 



ASSESSMENT
	
PRE ASSESSMENT: (How do you know what the students already know about your lesson?)
I will ask the students if they can differentiate between a non-academic and an academic word or phrase by showing them cue cards.

CFU: (Identify at least 3 ways your will check for understanding during the lesson)
1. Asking (constant) questions
a. What is the purpose behind creating bill/law?
b. Why should we create bill/law?
c. Who creates the bill/law?
d. What if we did not have any bill/law?
2. Monitoring and observation
a. Using observation and monitoring, I am either making eye contact or walking around the room to observe and identify any students which require assistance. I am checking if they “got it” or not… and modify as needed.
3. Using games
a. Using various group specific games such as Kahoot!, Jeopardy and “4 corners” I am placing the students in a situation which calls for activation of knowledge and checking to see who understands.


FINAL ASSESSMENT: (What will the students do to demonstrate their understanding of the lesson – tie this into the IEP goal.)  Students will assemble a poster as a multi-step visual showing the beginning and ending process of how a bill is created.

	


 
LEARNING ENHANCEMENTS
	Strategies for Universal Access:
1. All visual aids and web links are accessible on a website: willmctarsney.com (or google drive).
2. Audio and YouTube clips of the lesson are accessible online.

Differentiated Instruction:
1. Role playing.
2. Opportunities to work in pairs or individually
3. Students have the option to create a physical poster or a digital poster.

Materials, equipment and adaptive technology (identify low to high):  Low tech: whiteboard, eraser, markers, 3 cards representing the 3 branches of government, handout for filling out the process of bill, poster board, pens, pencils, glue, scissors; High tech: computer laptop to show YouTube clip, LCD projector (or access to the computer lab).



 
STEPS THROUGH THE LESSON
	INTO: (Describe how you will engage the students, activate prior knowledge or orient them to the lesson.)

1. Activate Prior Knowledge1 (APK1):
First, provide a handout with general terms and key phrases such as: The students will be asked to circle a term they have a very good understanding of what it is, or place an X for a term they want to know about.

1. Bill
2. Government
3. Join or concurrent resolutions
4. President
5. Executive Branch
6. Congress
7. Senate
8. Judiciary 

Using KWL process with students on the white board: teacher will mark down what the students know, wonder and what they have learned on the white board as we cover the terms.

2. Activate Prior Knowledge2 (APK1):
a. I will show a youtube clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvwlRTYvU8o and afterward, I will use three corners of the room with the 3 branches of government displayed on visual cards. I will hand off random cards to the students with brief descriptions of a process of the government. The students can discuss briefly with their peers and then head to the section that they think their cards connects too. I will call upon each child to show the card and explain why they think that they belong under the corner.

3. Warmup: Bring up a question to ponder and discuss/Role-Play:
a. I will have a fake monopoly $1 bill from out of my wallet and show to the class that this though that this is a bill; it is not A BILL (as in the law but there are many commonalities). 
b. I will ask them if they have ever bought anything with a dollar bill and have the students role play an interaction in a store and explain that we have to buy something with money… this is a law and show in one scenario the wrong way and in the next scenario the right way. Student A will act as the merchant Student B will act as the buyer.
i. Scenario 1: Taking a product without buying
1. I will have the student take without purchasing… ask the students how they feel about that.
ii. Scenario 2: Buying appropriately
1. I will have the student hand over the dollar bill/buying the product and ask how they feel.

4. Reflection: Have students brainstorm a brief list of the different people in a school and their primary job duties on the white board. We share that there is a structure and rules are there to keep us safe and make a connection that class rules are like the law- and apply limits to what we can and cannot do.

Questions to ask
1. Do you know what “due process” means?
2. Why do you think it is important to have due process?
3. Do you see the positive and negative results of the two scenarios?
 
	RATIONALE:

A.P.K.
Students are to draw upon their understanding of how the U.S. government works showing that they recognize that there is a process.

Warmup:
The purpose is to frontload the term “bill” and use an object which represents order and function in U.S. law. We need money in order to buy things- but without this due process we will not be able to buy.

The scenarios reinforce order versus chaos (the results of order and chaos)

Reflection:
Purpose is to show to the students that there is a hierarchy and structure with regards to creating laws. Implications will be emphasized (such as without order there is chaos).

	THROUGH: (Describe your instruction, modeling, pacing, structured and guided practice with reinforcement, questioning, observation, peer-interactions, and feedback system.)

PHASE 1: (instruction): Teacher explains that creating a law and changing a law requires steps:

 “Students, we will begin with a YouTube clip showing how a bill becomes a law, then, we will examine text- I will model on the board the steps in general- then together we will and identify together”


YouTube Clip
I will show the students a brief YouTube Clip the basics of how a bill becomes a law (pause as needed)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_49rE9lOnT0 

PHASE 2: Modeling:
The teacher will demonstrate with cut outs placed on the white board with tape the multi-steps needed to convert a bill to law.

CFU: Pacing, asking questions (“Students, can you identify what may come after this step?” “What do you think would happen if we did not have this step?” “Can we skip steps? Why/why not?”)


PHASE 3: Guided practice with reinforcement/peer-interaction- Reading from Text (handout provided).
Students in pairs will receive a snippet of a handout with text 
(source: https://kids-clerk.house.gov/grade-school/lesson.html?intID=17 ) which contains a multi-step process related to social studies. The teacher will hand out a highlighter. Objective is to re-assemble the steps… but this would require for the entire class to get up and walk around and work together to re-assemble the steps). The teacher will provide guidance through this process by walking around the room and assist whenever necessary. TA’s will also assist.

PHASE 4: FEEDBACK
Once the class believes that they have the text assembled correctly showing the multi-step process of how a bill becomes a law, then, the teacher will ask for the class to sound off the steps in sequence. The feedback from the teacher would be in the format of acknowledgement of successful steps, and corrections to steps (“Students, you are close… but what comes after would be….”). The teacher will also ask the student’s feedback about what they think about this process (“Students, now that you know how a bill becomes law, what do you think could be done for our participation point system in which you would like to add or change anything about it?”)

	RATIONALE:

Phase1:
Purpose is to visually explain the process so that the students can be engaged and see real-world applications in the works

Phase2: 
Purpose is to show the correct, logical, multi-step process and explain each step.

Phase 3:
Purpose is to allow guided/group practice. Students will pull their resources together and assess each step- relating to the real life.

Phase 4:
To bring closure to the lesson, allow a dialogue between the teacher/students and opportunity to ask questions/concerns and demystify the process .

	BEYOND:  (Describe student independent practice, assessment/ or demonstration of lesson mastery, and your lesson closure)                                                                                         

PHASE 1: Independent practice/Assessment

The student will summarize the 10 step process through a project-based activity in which they will present to the class.

Options:
1. Students can create a digital replication of the 10 step process.
2. Students can assemble a poster.
3. Students can create a role-play.
4. Students can blog on the website the 10 step process.

PHASE 2/lesson closure (carried onward to the next lesson):
Teacher will explain now that they understand the process, then if they want to change the participation system they would have to follow the multi-steps. Class as a whole will then brainstorm  a proposal for changing the participation point system to allow a “getting out of jail” card to up their level only once per month.
.  
	RATIONALE:

Phase 1:
Students are to work independently in order to show mastery (85% accuracy of the steps). If the student is struggling with mastery, then they can opt to choose a different option and try again.

Phase 2:
Purpose is to show that what they learned can be also applied to our classroom.



Para Professional’s Role: (If there is no para in your room at this lesson, describe what you would want your para to be doing to assist you and the students.)  

Para Professional walks around the room to monitor, redirect student behaviors as appropriate and assist with the role playing.


Reflection will be e-mailed tomorrow. 


Materials: 
Cut outs for INTO/PHASE 4:

How a Bill Becomes a Law
Creating laws is the U.S. House of Representatives’ most important job. All laws in the United States begin as bills. Before a bill can become a law, it must be approved by the U.S. House of Representatives, the U.S. Senate, and the President. Let’s follow a bill’s journey to become law.


The Bill Begins
Laws begin as ideas. These ideas may come from a Representative—or from a citizen like you. Citizens who have ideas for laws can contact their Representatives to discuss their ideas. If the Representatives agree, they research the ideas and write them into bills.


The Bill Is Proposed
When a Representative has written a bill, the bill needs a sponsor. The Representative talks with other Representatives about the bill in hopes of getting their support for it. Once a bill has a sponsor and the support of some of the Representatives, it is ready to be introduced.


The Bill Is Introduced
In the U.S. House of Representatives, a bill is introduced when it is placed in the hopper—a special box on the side of the clerk’s desk. Only Representatives can introduce bills in the U.S. House of Representatives.
When a bill is introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives, a bill clerk assigns it a number that begins with H.R. A reading clerk then reads the bill to all the Representatives, and the Speaker of the House sends the bill to one of the House standing committees.


The Bill Goes to Committee
When the bill reaches committee, the committee members—groups of Representatives who are experts on topics such as agriculture, education, or international relations—review, research, and revise the bill before voting on whether or not to send the bill back to the House floor.
If the committee members would like more information before deciding if the bill should be sent to the House floor, the bill is sent to a subcommittee. While in subcommittee, the bill is closely examined and expert opinions are gathered before it is sent back to the committee for approval.


The Bill Is Reported
When the committee has approved a bill, it is sent—or reported—to the House floor. Once reported, a bill is ready to be debated by the U.S. House of Representatives.


The Bill Is Debated
When a bill is debated, Representatives discuss the bill and explain why they agree or disagree with it. Then, a reading clerk reads the bill section by section and the Representatives recommend changes. When all changes have been made, the bill is ready to be voted on.


The Bill Is Voted On
There are three methods for voting on a bill in the U.S. House of Representatives:
1. Viva Voce (voice vote): The Speaker of the House asks the Representatives who support the bill to say “aye” and those that oppose it say “no.”
2. Division: The Speaker of the House asks those Representatives who support the bill to stand up and be counted, and then those who oppose the bill to stand up and be counted.
3. Recorded: Representatives record their vote using the electronic voting system. Representatives can vote yes, no, or present (if they don’t want to vote on the bill).
If a majority of the Representatives say or select yes, the bill passes in the U.S. House of Representatives. The bill is then certified by the Clerk of the House and delivered to the U.S. Senate.



The Bill Is Referred to the Senate
When a bill reaches the U.S. Senate, it goes through many of the same steps it went through in the U.S. House of Representatives. The bill is discussed in a Senate committee and then reported to the Senate floor to be voted on. 
Senators vote by voice. Those who support the bill say “yea,” and those who oppose it say “nay.” If a majority of the Senators say “yea,” the bill passes in the U.S. Senate and is ready to go to the President.



The Bill Is Sent to the President
When a bill reaches the President, he has three choices. He can:
1. Sign and pass the bill—the bill becomes a law.
2. Refuse to sign, or veto, the bill—the bill is sent back to the U.S. House of Representatives, along with the President’s reasons for the veto. If the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate still believe the bill should become a law, they can hold another vote on the bill. If two-thirds of the Representatives and Senators support the bill, the President’s veto is overridden and the bill becomes a law.
3. Do nothing (pocket veto)—if Congress is in session, the bill automatically becomes law after 10 days. If Congress is not in session, the bill does not become a law.

The Bill Is a Law
If a bill has passed in both the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate and has been approved by the President, or if a presidential veto has been overridden, the bill becomes a law and is enforced by the government. 
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